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Fairytales that have been told since the olden times are more than simple stories that entertain and amuse people. These tales have followed the human society through the ages and still play a fundamental role in people's lives, especially children. The tales have traveled through oral storytelling as well as through the print media, in the way of not just entertaining people, but educating them too. Historians such as Marie-Louise von Franz suggest that "Fairy tales are most generally human in their structure and in each type of tale you can study the most basic structures of human behavior." Perhaps this connection to the human behavior is the reason why fairy tales like "Snow White" and "Sleeping Beauty" are appealing to the society today as they were many years ago (Von Franz, 2017). 
Some psychologists like Bruno Bettelheim finds fairy tales to be of much significance in the upbringing of children, for example. Discussions in his book "The Uses of Enchantment" argue about the importance of fairy tales in childhood development (Bettelheim, 1976). This essay analyses the relevance of fairy tales, notably Snow White and Sleeping Beauty, in the society today. For people who have grown up loving the tale of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, lessons from such stories continue to be a constant companion to their lives. Therefore, Fairy tales are not only stories told to entertain people, but they also serve a significant role in defining the society and culture today.
Many fairy tales are set in a pattern that is similar to the right of passage' stories. Rite of the passage is a fundamental aspect of the society since a long time ago. Once upon a time, there was born a baby who brought joy to her parents, and they could not contain themselves. In celebrating the birth of their child, the parents prepared a great feast and invited all their family members, friends, and the wise folk in that region to attend. At the end of the feast, each wise folk made a wish for the baby. The first folk wished the baby kindness, the other wisdom, and the third beauty. Another wished her tenderness, another virtue, just but few, everything a child would have wished for. This is a story of a baby blessing from the folktale, The Sleeping Beauty. This simplistically echoes the process of the rite of passage, which reflects a child's development process. A child is born and finds her true place in the world, usually through bonding with a prince charming, amid the circumstances that surround her birth. Such a story also tells of rituals that focus on the newest member of the community. Of these, blessings to a baby are the most common and are done to bring the best wishes on the child by members of the community. The blessings also are neutral, aimed at the baby alone rather than making a connection with spiritual aspects in the society. 
Rite of passage as told in this story is also relevant in the contemporary society. Children are born, and members of the community often come together to offer their blessings to the child. Since a lot has changed since the olden days, most purifications are done in the hands of nurses today. Naming, which is often done after lengthy discussions, runs from names of family members or names that will bring success and power to the future of the child. Acceptance in the society can be done through religious baptism, circumcision rites or even welcome parties. However, not everyone can accept a child in the community. The thirteenth of the fairies wished a curse to the princess- "when she is fifteen years old, the princess shall prick herself with a spindle and shall fall dead." The princes, however, grew to be beautiful, modest, kind and clever as the other fairies had wished her.  After birth, the child goes through the journey of life that test their courage, before realizing their purpose in life, which is often bonding with another (Prince charming). This is a replica of teenagers today traversing mainly phases of fashion, music, friends and also hairstyles before finding their true place in the world. Therefore, fairy tales are not only told to entertain, but they are also told to educate on the importance of observing the rite of passage in the society today. 
The story of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs highlights critical issues that define humanity. The story teaches us that it is important to have friends. When Snow White had no place to go, she was welcomed in the home of the seven dwarfs-Scrubber, Blubber, Scotty, Flubber, Pepito, Mosquito, and Fred. The little seven creatures welcomed them like one of their own. Friendship is a fundamental aspect in the development of a child and the life of people. Friendship, as observed by Bettelheim, may also help a child to grow into a more responsible individual in the future. The story also teaches that one can appeal to the goodness in everyone. When the Evil Queen ordered the woodsman to kill Snow White, the Woodsman failed, not because he was not capable of doing so, but because Snow White appealed to the goodness in him. Snow White knew that deep inside; the Woodsman was capable of showing kindness. It, therefore, implies that every person is capable of showing kindness. Acts of showing goodness are what define humanity. Everyone is capable of showing such acts as kindness. Snow White was therefore right; there is goodness in each one of us. Showing acts of goodness is what makes us human. 
However, some experts view that Snow White and Sleeping Beauty fairy tales have raised issues regarding sexual behavior and consent. They say that the princes in the Sleeping Beauty and Snow White perform "quasi-compulsive obscene sexual acts on an unconscious partner." In one story published in Fox News, Professor Kazue Muta tweeted that "When you reason about Snow White and Sleeping Beauty, that act of a prince waking up a princess with a kiss, they are describing the sexual assault on the unconscious person." Kazue, who also wrote a book on sexual harassment in the workplace, compared this situation to a real-life case in which a man was arrested for kissing a sleeping woman while on a train. In recent versions of fairy tales, authors like Stephanie Merritt have been keen to criticize their content. In one of her piece written for the Guardian, she pointed out that the version of Sleeping Beauty produced by Disney is a sanitized version of old tales. The message reads that "In these early versions, the sleeping princess is raped and impregnated by a passing king-but it all ends well because after she wakes and recovers from the initial shock of finding she has twins, he returns and marries her. This constitutes a happy ending." Such comments are critical in analyzing the relevance of fairy tales today. However, the stories conclude with a happy ending. This implies that the whole story is educative and teaches essential aspects in the modern society.    
With many disrupted lives and unhappy children in the modern society, it would not be prudent to abandon an essential tool that has been used for centuries to impact morals in the society, foster a child's development and also embrace self-development. Therefore, fairy tales are important tools which can help impact the social and cultural way of life in the community.
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